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Final Project: Online Distance Education Tools Series

The project I chose to demonstrate knowledge learned in EDUC 685: Principles of Distance Education consists of a series of 24 tutorials about three online distance education tools: the Social Network Ning, Wikispaces, and blogs. While working on this project, I was able to learn even more about how to utilize and apply these new tools to my own teaching, while also making my knowledge available to a world audience. Read more to find out how I approached teaching each series of tutorials, the purpose of choosing each tool, and a reflection of the skills I have learned.


When creating the tutorials for the Social Network Ning, I chose to present these tutorials using digital videos that I uploaded through www.youtube.com, and then posted onto my class website at www.jbstechclass.com/ningtutorials.aspx Reading the sentence I just wrote almost blows my mind, because up to this point, I had never used a digital video camera on my own. I did not have the slightest clue on how to upload videos to my computer, use www.youtube.com to publish my videos, or how to publish videos on my website using html code. I did find that it took a great deal of time to learn these skills, but I am so pleased that I chose to take the time to learn these skills. My initial thought on approaching this project was to create a series of tutorials using Microsoft Word, and using the print screen function on my keyboard to capture each step/mouse click.
 After using the digital video camera approach, I found that I not only saved time, but learned a wealth of knowledge that I can use in my classroom. I am no longer afraid to allow my students to use our school digital video camera to complete a wealth of projects that will demonstrate 21st century skills.  

When choosing Ning, a social network where one can invite friends into a group to share discussions, forums, chat, work collaboratively, post videos/photos, etc, I chose based on the quality of the tool, the ability to use the tool efficiently in the classroom, and the interest I had in learning how to use this tool more effectively. The series of tutorials I chose consists of the following:
1. How to invite friends or members to Ning

2. How to customize the appearance of Ning

3. How to add photos

4. How to add videos
5. The purpose of RSS feeds and how to add RSS feeds

6. The purpose of posting events and how to add events

7. The purpose of creating groups and how to add groups

8. How to use the broadcasting feature
9. An overview of Ning applications

10. How to change the layout of tabs in Ning

Reflecting on the use of Ning for social or educational purposes now is much more enjoyable and doable for me. I was so engaged in this tutorial creation, that I was inspired! I actually began to invite the members of our faculty at school to join this website solely to collaborate and share new educational unit ideas. So far, I have 6 faculty members out of about 14 who have joined. My administrator has asked that I present this new tool at our January faculty meeting so that our teachings can begin collaborating online! This is truly a feat for our school considering that our school has been blessed to purchase mimeo boards this year, and thus far very few teachers use them for more than a projector, because they lack the knowledge on how to make the mimeo boards interactive tools. I was so pleased to see our teachers taking the initiative to join a network that is entirely new to them. The best part of this project is that I am going to be able to share my knowledge with our faculty by being able to post the tutorials on my class website, where each of them can visit to learn how to navigate Ning. 

When creating tutorials for Wikispaces, I approached the creation of these tutorials in two different ways. I used digital video tutorials that walk viewers through how-to’s directly on www.wikispace.com, and I also used Microsoft Power Point Slideshows to discuss Wikispace through a basic outline approach. I chose to utilize Microsoft PowerPoint for several reasons. I chose to use Power Points, because I felt that teachers would want to know exactly what wikispaces could be used for in the classroom, the different types of wikispaces available, and how to sign up to use these tools. 
When choosing Wikispaces, a website that can be edited collaboratively by anyone or a selected group of members, I chose based on the quality of the tool, the ability to use the tool efficiently in the classroom, and the interest I had in learning how to use this tool more effectively. The series of tutorials I chose consists of the following:
1. PowerPoint: The Various Wikispaces that Exist

2. PowerPoint: How to Sign up at Each Wikispace

3. PowerPoint Based: 25 Strategies or Ways to use Wikispaces in the Classroom Part I

4. PowerPoint Based: 25 More Strategies or Ways to use Wikispaces in the Classroom Part II

5. How to invite members or friends to your Wiki

6. How to add or edit content in your Wiki

7. How to insert files and/or photos to your Wiki

8. How to change the theme of your Wiki

9.  An overview of the editing toolbar in Wikispace
I learned a lot about navigating Wikispaces from working on these tutorials. I also was able to truly look at how to use them in my own classroom by obtaining some really great resources and strategies during my research. I feel ready to allow my students and fellow faculty to see my work, and to instruct students on how to use Wikispaces.

When creating tutorials on blogs, I wanted to create information based material for teachers to use, rather than how to perform a technical skill such as posting a blog. The purpose in creating an informational based tutorial was to introduce blogs to teachers as new tools to use in the classroom. Most teachers want to know what types of specific instructional strategies can be used with TOOL X. Most teachers are also concerned about how to assess the learning of such a tool considering that class time is precious. As such, I approached the blog tutorials using Microsoft Power Point Slideshows to discuss and outline some of research I found regarding the basics about blogging in the classroom.
When choosing blogs, an online reflection diary/journal, I chose based on the quality of the tool, the ability to use the tool efficiently in the classroom, and the interest I had in learning how to use this tool more effectively. The series of tutorials I chose consists of the following:

1. Purposes & Applications of Using Blogs in the Classroom

2. Types of Blogs Available

3. Instructional Strategies for Using Blogs

4. Assessing Blogs

5. Sources of Blogs

Overall, this final project has proved beneficial to my coworkers, to me, and hopefully now, to anyone in the world who wishes to know more about these topics. In order to access these tutorials please follow the instructions below to find my tutorials:
Ning Tutorials- Go to www.jbstechclass.com , and click on Ning for Dummies on the left menu navigation bar to view tutorials or you may go directly by clicking http://jbstechclass.com/ningtutorials.aspx 
Wikispace Tutorials- Go to www.jbstechclass.com  , and click on Wikispace Tutorials on the left menu navigation bar to view tutorials or you may go directly by going to http://jbstechclass.com/wikitutorials.aspx 
Blogging Tutorials-  Go to www.jbstechclass.com , and click on Blogging Tutorials to on the left menu navigation bar to view tutorials or you may go directly by going to http://jbstechclass.com/blogtutorials.aspx 
Please note that www.jbstechclass.com is used by my students to access assignments as well. Therefore, you will see other tabs in the left menu navigation bar that are not necessarily included in this project. 
