Tutorial One: Purposes and Applications of Blogging
Topics:  

What is a blog?

What is the purpose of a blog?

How can blogs be applied in the classroom?

Topic #1: What is a Blog?

A Blog is a type of website maintaind with regular entries of commentary, descriptions of events, or other materials such as graphics or blogs. Entries are commonly displayed in reverse-chronological order. 

Features: Ability to add text, images, links to other blogs or pages

              Interactive allowing readers to leave comments

             Ability to discourse on a category or particular subject

            Ability to add RSS feed and other applications

Source: www.wikipedia.com 

Topic #2: What is the purpose of a Blog?

The purpose of a blog is dependent upon the creator of the blog. Blogs can serve many purposes such as to:
· Review products, articles, movies, video games, etc

· Discuss personal happenings in one’s life, community, or the world

· Display current up-to-date information for field practices such as educational technology, or foreign policy

· Produce relevant knowledge and discourse on special hobbies or interest such as “Baseball Card Collections, Monarch Butterflies, Horseback Riding, etc.”

· Follow or reflect on learning in life, school, job, etc

This list could go on and on. The possibilities are endless!

Topic #3: How can blogs be applied in the classroom?

Blogs can be used to facilitate:

      Collaboration between two or more teachers in a school

      Collaboration between two or more teachers in the world

      Collaboration between two or more students in a classroom, or multiple types of  

      groups of students

      Collaboration between two or more students around the world

Tutorial #2: Types of Blogs

Source: www.wikipedia.com

There are many different types of blogs, differing not only in the type of content, but also in the way that content is delivered or written.
1. Personal Blogs- an online reflection or journal area website

Features:


Entries by individuals about their life, work, or general happenings in a day, week, or time period.

2. Corporate and Organizational Blogs-created to improve customer relations about products and/or to enhance the culture of the corporation internally or externally

Features: 

       Entries made by company or entries made by customers concerning products

3. By genre- blogs that are about one particular subject

Features:


Entries made about anything from politics, Hollywood stars, educational strategies, scientific findings, art, music, sports, etc.
4. By media type- blogs that are made in a certain way other than just text
                  Features:



Entries in the form of video, sketches, links, photos, mixed media (known as tumble logs), typecasts (scanned text from a typewriter)

5. By device- entries made by various devices other than a computer

Features:


Entries that are send from mobile phones, personal digital assistants, eyetaps, webcams, etc
Tutorial #3- Ways to use Blogs with Students

http://anne.teachesme.com/2004/10/05/ways-to-use-weblogs-in-education/ 
Tutorial #4- Assessing Blogs

http://edweb.sdsu.edu/courses/edtec296/assignments/blog_rubric.html 
http://facultydevelopmentbgsu.blogspot.com/2005/11/rubrics-to-evaluate-classroom-blogging.html 
Tutorial #5- Sources of Blogs to Sign-up For

For more free blogs see source: http://mashable.com/2007/08/06/free-blog-hosts/ 
www.wordpress.com
www.edublogs.com
www.thoughts.com
www.myblogsite.com 

www.blog.com 

www.vox.com
www.livejournal.com
www.sosblog.com 

www.blogster.com 

www.greatestjournal.com 

